THE FLOOD IN TEXAS

by Connie F. Sneed

5 August 1869 Farmer’s Cabinet Paper:

The Flood in Texas - A correspondent writing from La Grange, Fayette County, Texas, gives an account of
the recent disastrous flood on the Colorado River, by which the town of La Grange and the surrounding
country were completely submerged. The writer says:"Great crowds of women and children stood at the
water’s edge, and saw their homes filled by the flood, and many of them swept away or turned over
where they stood. Saturday found the town deluged, for on the square end in every store stood four or
five feet of water. It was wholly deserted, and all the inhabitants had fled to the high grounds and hills in
the northern and northeastern suburbs. Quantities of provisions were destroyed in the stores. At Chalk
Bluffs, four miles above, on the river bank, the scene was terrible. For fifteen miles, as far as the eye
could reach to the north, west, and south, the country was one unbroken sheet of water. Here and
there, in the distance, among the clumps of oaks, might be seen the roofs of houses but yesterday
occupied by prosperous planters, now filled by waters. Nearer, above and below, on to the south and
eastward, the zigzag track of the river was marked by the rush of oaks and cottonwoods that had stood
for years. Side by side with these, in wild confusion, floated houses and dead cattle.” When the flood
subsided houses were found turned over or swung across the streets, fences swept away, boxes,
furniture and small houses scattered about the streets, and everything in confusion, while the slimy mud
brought in by the flood covered the walls and floors of the dwellings and stores. The damage to the
town is at least $100,000, while the injury to crops and the country is estimated at millions. The
overflow has never been equaled in the Colorado within the history of Texas.
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